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Introduction		“…	Misogyny	abounds	in	the	pronouncements	of	many	Islamic	‘scholars’	and	‘imams’…	The	promotion	of	such	negativity	against	women	has	led	many	‘scholars’	and	‘imams’	to	make	the	unsubstantiated	ruling	about	female	speech.		They	claim	that	women	should	lower	their	voice	to	whispers	or	even	silence	except	when	she	speaks	to	her	husband,	her	guardian	or	other	females.		The	female	act	of	communication	has	become	to	some	a	source	of	temptation	and	allurement	to	the	male.”1			“Yes,	women	are	ordered	to	avoid	fitna;	therefore,	if	listening	to	a	woman’s	voice	entices	men,	she	ought	to	conceal	it.”2	
“Is	a	Woman’s	Voice	‘Awra?”	Typing	sawt	al-mar’a,	woman’s	voice,	into	the	Google	search	bar	will	yield a page full 
of results, all of which include in their title, “Is a woman’s voice ‘awra?” The majority of these 																																																								1	Yusuf	al-Qaradawi	is	a	contemporary	Egyptian	scholar	who	dedicates	a	section	of	his	Islam	101	site	to	“Islam	and	women.”	On	this	page,	“The	Voice	of	a	Woman	in	Islam,”	he	offers	his	opinion	that	women’s	voices	are	not	to	be	diminished	or	silenced	and	criticizes	scholars	and	imams	for	saying	otherwise	and	provides	Qur’anic	support	for	his	position,	citing	Qur’an	28:23,	33:32,	and	33:53	along	with	a	couple	of	hadith	to	support	his	position.	The	fact	that	there	is	a	full	page	devoted	to	women’s	voices	as	part	of	an	“Islam	101”	website	suggests	the	prominence	of	the	question	and	the	subsequent	felt	need	to	substantively	address	it.	Yusuf	al-Qaradawi,	“The	Voice	of	a	Woman	in	Islam,”	Islam	101,	http://www.islam101.com/women/qaradawi.html.			2	Salih	bin	Fawzan	al-Fawzan,	“Is	a	Woman’s	Voice	‘Awra?”	Islamway.net,	https://ar.islamway.net/fatwa/7640/%D9%87%D9%84-%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9.	This	post	is	in	Arabic,	and	the	translation	is	my	own.		
		 2	
sites are online fatwa forums where one can seek a legal opinion (or two or three, often 
depending on one’s satisfaction with the first) from the comfort of one’s computer or mobile 





















































excluded.30	The	remainder	of	the	verse,	“And	be	moderate	in	your	pace	and	lower	your	voice,”	is	then	applied	exclusively	to	women	as	an	injunction	not	to	speak	in	an	alluring	or	enticing	way	to	men.31	Interestingly,	it	is	a	soft	voice	that	is	considered	to	be	particularly	problematic	and	enticing	in	the	same	opinions	that	interpret	the	verse	in	this	way,	so	what	results	is	an	obligation	to	at	once	lower	one’s	voice	while	also	not	making	one’s	voice	soft.	This	mixed	message	is	compounded	by	the	word	translated	as	“lower.”	The	verb	comes	from	the	root	gh-ḍ-ḍ,	which	is	used	to	mean	to	become fresh or succulent, especially when 
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